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Introduction
This information booklet outlines the programme of study being followed by your
son/daughter for this academic year, 2020-21.
It provides an outline for each examination subject. This includes the topics, learning outcomes
and the skills that will be developed during each term. We trust that this information will assist
you, as parents/guardians to support your son/daughter in their studies this year.
The booklet is broken down in two parts: the first part contains the core subjects and the
second part outlines the optional subjects offered to this year group.
o Core Junior Cycle Subjects: These are provided for all students. Some students
may have an exemption from the study of Irish. The documentation for this will
have been supplied to the school by parents.
o Optional Subjects: Each student studies three of these subjects over the course
of the Junior Cycle programme.
Each curriculum plan is broken down into the three terms of the academic year. For your
information the three terms are as follows:
 Term 1: From August 28th to December 22nd
 Term 2: From January 6th to March 26th
 Term 3: From April 12th to June 4th.
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Core Junior Cycle Subjects
English
Level (H/Ord/Common)

Common

Teachers Involved

Ms. Smyth, Ms. Mulligan, Ms. Toner, Mr. Glendon, In. Nic Eochaidh

Topics we will cover

Term 1







Theme: New Beginnings/ Identity
and Growing Up
Poetry (poetic devices and theme)
Novel (‘Boy’ by Roald Dahl)
Functional writing (letter writing,
book reviews, diary entry,
autobiography)
Literacy: Vocabulary Enrichment
Programme
Theme: Explorations of Genre

Learning Outcomes & Skills Involved


-





Term 2

Structures of both fiction and nonfiction works:
- Poetry
- Short Stories
- Drama
 Plan, draft and re-draft written
pieces of work
 Literacy: Vocabulary Enrichment
Programme
Studied Novel
-

Term 3

Creation of texts based on
studied novel (presentation,
written response, creative
response)

Students will be able to:

Students will be able to:
-



Identify and understand literary
devices e.g. simile, metaphor
Read for a variety of purposes,
for both academia and pleasure
Produce, draft and edit a range of
creative writing pieces

Appreciate and explore a range of
text structures and genres
Develop and expand their skills in
reading and writing to create
original texts.

Students will be able to:
-

-

Discuss and write about the
opening, closing and key scenes
of the novel and how they shape
different characters and the main
themes.
Further develop their confidence
in their own writing for a range of
purposes.
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Maths
Level (H/Ord/Common)
Teachers Involved

Common
Mr. Gallagher, Ms. McGahon, Ms. McLaughlin, Ms. Fitzgerald,
Ms. Kelly

Topics we will cover





Term 1








Term 2







Term 3


Learning Outcomes & Skills Involved

Natural Numbers
(chapter 1)
Integers (chapter 2)
Fractions (chapter 3)
Decimals (chapter 5)
Percentages (chapter
7)
Algebra (chapter 8)
Probability (chapter 4)
Sets (chapter 6)
Area, Perimeter,
Volume (chapter 9

Students will be able to:
 Add, subtract, multiply and divide
positive and negative numbers
 Convert between fractions, decimals
and percentages.
 Add like terms, multiply brackets and
substitute numbers for letters in
algebra.
 Find the probability of different events
 Use a Venn diagram and understand
sets symbols.
 Find the area, perimeter and volume of
different shapes.

Geometry 1 (chapter
10)
Ratio and proportion
(chapter 11)
Linear equations
(Chapter 14)
Statistics (chapter 12)
Presenting data
(chapter 16)
Co-ordinate geometry
(chapter 13)
Geometry 2 (chapter
15)
Transformation
geometry (chapter 17)

Students will be able to:
 Know the types of angles and can find the
size of missing angles.
 Divide different amounts in a given ratio
 Solve linear equations
 To create a survey
 Present data in appropriate form.

Students will be able to:
 Plot points and use co-ordinate geometry
formulas.
 Understand and find the angles of
triangles.
 Identify the different types of
transformations.
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Gaeilge
Level (H/Ord/Common)
Teachers Involved

Common
In. Ní Champion, In. Ní Chonluain, In. Ní Chuinneagáin, In. Ní
Channan, In. Ní Thomhnair agus Bn. Ui Riodal

Topics we will cover






Term 1












My house
My area
Christmas






Hobbies

Sport
Health and Food
Seachtain na Gaeilge/ St. Patrick’s 

Day/ Easter




Term 2

Term 3

School
Myself
My Family
My friends
Halloween

Learning Outcomes & Skills Involved








Be proficient in the following:
Grammar (possessive adjective,
pronouns, numbers)
Reading Comprehension
Listening Comprehension
Oracy
Written Piece - paragraph
Literature
Be proficient in the following:
Grammar (verbs, present tense)
Reading Comprehension
Listening Comprehension
Oracy
Written Piece - postcard
Literature
Be proficient in the following:
Grammar (past tense, future
tense, comparative adjectives)
Reading Comprehension
Listening Comprehension
Oracy
Written piece – letter, poster
Literature
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History
Level (H/Ord/Common)
Teachers Involved

Common
Mr. Slowey, Ms. McEntegart, Ms. Dunne, Ms. Flynn

Topics we will
cover

Learning Outcomes & Skills Involved
Students will be able to:



Work of the

Historian and
Archaeologist 





Term 1

Ancient
Ireland
Settlement
and early
Christian
Ireland



Investigate the job of the Historian and how they form
historical judgements using evidence.
Appreciate the contribution of Archaeology and new
technology to historical Enquiry.
Recognise patterns of settlement and how they have
changed over time and influenced the Identity of
Ireland.
Consider the historical significance of Christianity on
the Island of Ireland and its contribution to Culture and
Society.
Investigate the lives of people in an Ancient Civilisation
outside of Ireland.

Skills developed in Term 1:

Term 2



Ancient
Rome



Life and
death in












Historical Empathy
Awareness
Debating
Discussion
Investigation
Demonstration
Objectivity
Making historical judgements
Recognising Key Events
Consideration of controversial issues.

Students will be able to:


Explore life and death in medieval times.
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Medieval
Times





Renaissance

Appreciate change in the fields of the arts, science with
reference to the Renaissance.
Explore the contribution of technological developments
and innovation to change.

Skills developed in Term 2:
 Historical Empathy
 Awareness
 Debating
 Discussion
 Investigation
 Demonstration
 Objectivity
 Making historical judgements
 Recognising Key Events
 Consideration of controversial issues.
Students will be able to:


Age of
explorations




Evaluate the impact of conquest and colonisation on
people, with reference to Portuguese and Spanish
exploration.
Explore the contribution of technological developments
and innovation to change.

Skills developed in Term 3:
Term 3












Historical Empathy
Awareness
Debating
Discussion
Investigation
Demonstration
Objectivity
Making historical judgements
Recognising Key Events
Consideration of controversial issues.
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Geography
Geography

Subject
Level (H/Ord/Common)
Teachers Involved

Common
Mr. Glendon, Mr. Noonan, Bn. Ui Riodal, Mr. Caraher

Topics we will cover

1. Geographical
Skills 1
2. The Earth
(Earthquake and
Volcanoes)
3. Rocks
4. Primary
Economic
Activities

Term
1

Learning Outcomes & Skills Involved

Geographical Skills
Mapwork skills
Numeracy skills
The Earth
 Formation, location and impacts
of volcanoes, earthquakes, and fold mountains
 Structure of the earth
 Different energy resources produced the earth
 Human response to natural disasters
 Relationship between the physical world, tourism and
transport
Rocks
 Different categories, characteristics, location and
human interaction of rocks (Igneous, sedimentary
and metamorphic)
 How rocks are formed
 Uses of rocks (Natural resource, energy sources
and building material)
 Positive and negative impacts of mining
 Case studies

Primary Economic Activities
 Definition and types of economic activities, and
natural resources
 Renewable vs non-renewable resources
 Water cycle
 Types of primary economic activities (fishing,
farming and forestry)
 Exploitation and sustainable management of
resources
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Energy and the
Environment
Weathering

Term
2

Mass Movement
Rivers: Shaping the
landscape
Geography in the news
(Summer Assessment)
Term
3

Revision

Case studies (Overfishing, farming as a system,
environmental impacts, deforestation)

Energy and the Environment
 Non-renewable resources
 Oil as a natural resource
 Location, advantages and disadvantages of oil
 Gas in Ireland
 Corrib Gas Case Study
 Coal and Peat in Ireland
 Renewable resources
 Case study of Hydro-electric power
 Advantages and disadvantages of renewable
energy resources
Weathering
 Define weathering and erosion
 Describe the different processes of weathering
 Carbonation and Karst Landscape
 Case Study of The Burren
 Advantages and Disadvantages of Tourism
Mass Movement
 Factors affecting mass movement
 Types of mass movement
 Case Study of Nevado del Ruiz
 Controlling Mass Movement
Rivers: Shaping the landscape
 Stages of the river
 Landforms of the river
 Processes of erosion, deposition and
transportation in the youthful, mature and old
age stage
 Human interaction with rivers
 Case study of flooding on the rover Shannon
 River Shannon and tourism
 Drainage features on a map
Geography in the news (Summer Assessment)
 Familiarize student with the CBA
 Based on rivers or volcanoes
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Science
Subject

Junior Cycle Science

Level (H/Ord/Common)
Teachers Involved

Common
Ms. White, Ms. Mulleady, Ms. McGahon, Ms. Dunford

Topics we will cover








Measurements
Animal and Plant
cells
Celestial objects
Comparing
celestial objects
Hazards and
benefits of space
exploration
Atomic Nature of
matter

Term 1




Term 2



Digestive system
Classifying
substances
Properties of
Materials
Physical and
Chemical change
Speed and
Acceleration

Learning Outcomes & Skills Involved
Students should be able to :
 Select and use appropriate measuring instruments.
 Identify and measure/calculate length, mass, time,
temperature, area, volume.
 Investigate the structures of animal and plant cells
and relate them to their functions
 Describe the relationships between various celestial
objects including moons, asteroids, comets, planets,
stars, solar systems, galaxies and space.
 Interpret data to compare the Earth with other
planets and moons in the solar system, with respect
to properties including mass, gravity, size, and
composition.
 Examine some of the current hazards and benefits of
space exploration and discuss the future role and
implications of space exploration in society.
 Develop and use models to describe the atomic
nature of matter; demonstrate how they provide a
simple way to account for the conservation of mass,
changes of state, physical change, chemical change,
mixtures and their separation.
Key Skills involved: Being literate, being numerate,
managing information and thinking, staying well and
working with others
Students should be able to :
 Describe the structure, function, and interactions of
the organs of the human digestive system.
 Evaluate how human health is affected by: inherited
factors and environmental factors including
nutrition; lifestyle choices; examine the role of
micro-organisms in human health
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Term 3

Respiratory
system
Habitat study
Microorganisms
Revision

Classify substances as elements, compounds,
mixtures, metals, non-metals, solids, liquids, gases
and solutions
Investigate the properties of different materials
including solubilities, conductivity, melting points
and boiling points
Investigate whether mass is unchanged when
chemical and physical changes take place
Identify and measure/calculate speed and
acceleration

Key Skills involved: Being literate, managing
information and thinking, staying well and working with
others
Students should be able to :
 Describe the structure, function, and interactions of
the organs of the human respiratory system.
 Evaluate how human health is affected by: inherited
factors and environmental factors including
nutrition; lifestyle choices; examine the role of
micro-organisms in human health
 Conduct a habitat study; research and investigate
the adaptation, competition and interdependence of
organisms within specific habitats and communities
 Evaluate how human health is affected by: inherited
factors and environmental factors including
nutrition; lifestyle choices; examine the role of
micro-organisms in human health.
 Review and revise all topics completed in 1 st Year
Key Skills involved: Communicating, managing myself,
Being literate, staying well and working with others
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Optional Subjects
Visual Art
Level (H/Ord/Common)
Teachers Involved

Common
Ms. Boyle
Mr. Loughran
Learning Outcomes & Skills
Involved

Topics we will cover


Term 1







Term 2




Term 3

The Art Elements- The building
blocks of Art.
Development of ideas using Visual
Notebook
Mixed Media Self Portrait.
Clay modeling/ Pottery

Drawing and Painting from
Primary Sources - Still Life
Artist /Art Appreciation
Graphic Design lettering/
monogram

Printing
3D Modelling/ Sculpture
End of Year Art AssessmentDrawing and Painting

Students will:
 Use and understand the Art
Elements to create art.
 Integrate reflection to develop
ideas for finished works.
 Confidently apply media such
as paint, pencil, ink, chalk etc.
to create artworks.
 Create three dimensional
work in clay.
 Develop ideas for finished 2D
pieces through drawing of
Primary Source objects.
 Interpret and complete a
design brief.
 Analyse and reflect on artists
and own work using critical
and visual language.




Develop ideas for Print using
drawings from observation and
imagination.
Create sculptural work in a
range of media.
Apply skills and knowledge of
media for final assessment.
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Business Studies
Level (H/Ord/Common)
Teachers Involved

Common Level.
Mr. Byrne, Mr. Liston

Topics we will cover


Personal Finance.

Learning Outcomes & Skills Involved



Term 1






Our Economy



Consumerism







Term 2

Enterprise



Ethical

Consumerism.




Personal
Finance
Scarcity.




Term 3



Supply and
demand.

Identify and distinguish between needs and
wants.
Define, Identify and classify sources of income
and expenditure.
Interpret a wage slip.
Explain how governments distribute economic
resources.
Distinguish between the rights and
responsibilities of consumers.
Compare the services offered up by consumer
and financial agencies to support consumers.
Identify different types of financial, cultural and
social enterprise.
Identify enterprise characteristics and skills and
appreciate the role of the entrepreneur.

Discuss sustainable development with regards
the use of goods and services.
Understand globalization and developments in
technology.



Prepare and analyze a household budget.



Explain how scarcity of economic resources
results in individuals having to make choices;
predict possible consequences of these choices.



Evaluate how changes in the supply and
demand of goods and services in different
markets can affect prices .
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Home Economics
Level (H/Ord/Common)

Common

Teachers Involved

Bn. Ui Riodal/ Mr. Duffy

Topics we will
cover
 Food Choices
and food
sustainability


Health and
Wellbeing

Term
1



Preparing to
cook



Balanced
eating
Food safety
and Hygiene




Term
2

Nutrition

Learning Outcomes & Skills Involved




Functions of food
Factors affecting food choices
Ecological and Ethical issues






How to look after your physical, mental and social
health and wellbeing
How to deal with stress
How to stay safe on the internet
The effects different health hazards have on
the individual, the family and society





How to use and modify a recipe
How to follow a work routine
How to cost dishes









Lifestyle factors that contribute to good health
Healthy eating guidelines
Factors influencing energy requirements
Causes of food spoilage and food poisoning
Food hygiene guidelines
HACCP
Kitchen safety





Explain what nutrients are
The difference between macronutrients and micronutrients.
Describe the composition, sources, classification, function,
reference intake and deficiency diseases of protein, fat
carbohydrates
To identify importance of vitamins and minerals in the diet
Importance of calcium and iron in the diet
How to reduce salt intake
To know the classification, sources, RI, overconsumption
problems associated with the different vitamins
The difference between fat-soluble and water-soluble vitamins
The importance of folic acid during pregnancy
The effects of overconsuming vitamins
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Meat,
Poultry, Fish,
eggs, Beans
and Nuts






Why water is important
How much water is needed
Properties of water
Effects of dehydration










The benefits of meat, fish, eggs and alternative protein
foods in the diet
Guidelines to follow when buying, storing, preparing and cooking
meat, fish and eggs
The culinary uses of eggs
How eggs are graded
The uses of alternative protein foods in the diet
The benefits of meat, fish, eggs and alternative protein
foods in the diet
Guidelines to follow when buying, storing, preparing and cooking
meat, fish and eggs
The culinary uses of eggs
How eggs are graded
The uses of alternative protein foods in the diet
The guidelines for meal planning
How to prepare menus
How to present food




The importance of breakfast
How to cook resourcefully



Advantages of and guidelines for home baking








Identify the main cereals used in the Irish diet
Describe the structure of a cereal grain
Evaluate the nutritive and dietetic value of cereals
Explain the effects of cooking on cereals
Identify types of flour, bread, potato, pasta and rice
Evaluate the nutritional value of different breakfast cereals.






Different types and functions of families
Factors that influence family life
Rights and responsibilities of children, teenagers and adults
How to deal with conflict in families







Lavender pouch; Acquire skills needed for 2nd year CBA,
Cut out a pattern,
Basic stitches,
Use of sewing machine to complete a small project
Learn the stages of the write up short design brief.
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Term
3



Meal
Planning






Breakfasts
and packed
lunches and
resourceful
cookery
Home Baking
Whole meal
cereals,
breads, pasta,
potatoes and
rice



The Family



Basic Craft
Item

Coláiste Chú Chulainn
Success For All
Metalwork/Engineering
Level (H/Ord/Common)
Teachers Involved

Common
Mr. Corrigan

Learning Outcomes & Skills
Involved

Topics we will cover


Health and Safety



Manufacturing Processes

Term 1


Term 2

Term 3



Preparing students before
they embark on practical
activities.



Marking Out and Measuring
Benchwork Tools
Drilling
Properties of Materials
Metals
Plastics
New and Smart Materials

Materials







Materials



Manufacturing Processes





Joining and Assembly
Metal Forming
Decorative finishing
processes.



Manufacturing Processes



Computers and CNC
Machining



Electricity and Electronics



Electric Current



Mechatronics



Using a BBC Microbit
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Modern Foreign Languages
Subject

French, German, Spanish.

Level (H/Ord/Common)
Teachers Involved

Common
Ms. Astruc, Ms. Fitzgerald, Mr. Lewin

Topics we will cover


Term 1



Self-introductions and
greetings
Numbers, months,
birthdays
Countries

Learning Outcomes & Skills Involved







Term 2











Term 3

Family and pets
Physical and personal
descriptions
My house and area

Hobbies
School
Time







I can introduce myself in target
language
I can say when my birthday is
I can say where I live and say the names
of different countries in target language
I am achieving these outcomes by
speaking, writing, listening and reading
in the target language
I can talk about my family
I can describe myself, family and friends
I can describe my house and where I
live
I am achieving these outcomes by
speaking, writing, listening and reading
in the target language
I can talk about my hobbies and school
I understand the cultural differences
between school in Ireland and school in
the target language
I can give opinions on different school
subjects
I am achieving these outcomes by
speaking, writing, listening and reading
in the target language
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Music
Level (H/Ord/Common)

Common

Teachers Involved

Ms. Ludden

Learning Outcomes & Skills
Involved

Topics we will cover


Me and My Music.





Elements of Music.





Performance.





Melodic composition.





Graphic scores.





Performance.





Irish Traditional Music.





World Music.





Performance.



Term 1

Term 2

Term 3

Examining and exploring our
unique tastes in music.
Listening to music and
recognising the various
components.
Confidently perform 2 songs
on the ukulele.
Composing 4-bar rhythms
and melodies.
Analysing and creating
graphic scores.
Confidently perform 2 further
songs on the ukulele.
Study the instruments, songs
and elements of Irish
Traditional Music.
Explore music and cultures
from around the world.
Brazilian Samba group
performance.
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Technical Graphics
Level (H/Ord/Common)

Common

Teachers Involved

Mr. McKeown

Learning Outcomes & Skills
Involved

Topics we will cover

Term 1

Term 2

Term 3



Inclined Lines



Angles







Plane Figures: Triangles





Plane Figures: Quadrilaterals



Plane Figures: Polygons



Plane Figures: Circles 1



Orthographic Projection 1



Orthographic Projection 1



Plane Figures: Circles 2



Conic Sections









Identify different lines
Recognize and draw Angles
Construct triangles using
different methods
Construct different types of
quadrilaterals

Solve polygon problems
Draw tangents and solve
circle problems
Identify correct layouts from
given views
Represent 3D objects in 2D
Construct circles in contact
Construct an ellipse using
various methods
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Wood Technology
Level (H/Ord/Common)

Common

Teachers Involved

Mr. McKeown, Mr. White

Learning Outcomes & Skills
Involved

Topics we will cover

Term 1

Term 2

Term 3







Health & Safety.
Trees.
Design Process.
Hand tools.
Projects.






Hand Joints.
Projects.
Environment and Sustainability.
Conversion of Timber






Environment & Sustainability.
Hand Joints.
Seasoning of Timber
Projects.















Awareness of Health & Safety
Species of trees and growth.
Sketching.
Safety procedures when
using handtools.
Hand skills.
Measurements.
Hand Skills.
Measurements.
Awareness of use of waste
materials.
3 Main Types of conversion
Hand Skills & Marking out
wood.
Type of seasoning.
Sustainable energy & forests.
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