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Introduction
This information booklet outlines the programme of study being followed by your
son/daughter for this academic year, 2020-21.
It provides an outline for each examination subject. This includes the topics, learning outcomes
and the skills that will be developed during each term. We trust that this information will assist
you, as parents/guardians to support your son/daughter in their studies this year.
The booklet is broken down in two parts: the first part contains the core subjects and the
second part outlines the optional subjects offered to this year group.
o Core Junior Cycle Subjects: These are provided for all students. Some students
may have an exemption from the study of Irish. The documentation for this will
have been supplied to the school by parents.
o Optional Subjects: Each student studies three of these subjects over the course
of the Junior Cycle programme.
Each curriculum plan is broken down into the three terms of the academic year. For your
information the three terms are as follows:
 Term 1: From August 28th to December 22nd
 Term 2: From January 6th to March 26th
 Term 3: From April 12th to June 4th.
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Core Junior Cycle Subjects
English
Level (H/Ord/Common)
Teachers Involved

Higher and Ordinary
Ms. Smyth, Ms. Mulligan, Ms. Henning, Ms. Dunne, Mr.
Glendon

Topics we will cover


Romeo and Juliet –
William Shakespeare
Love poetry (He Wishes
for the Cloths of
Heaven, Funeral Blues,
The Thickness of Ice,
Advice to a Teenage
Daughter)
Novel (Stone Cold)






Film Study (Sing Street)
CBA2 – A Collection of
Texts (subject to
department allocated
dates)






Play: Blood Brothers
Course revision





Term 1


Term 2

Term 3

Learning Outcomes & Skills Involved
Students will be able to:
- Quote from the play
- Answer exam style questions on the
play
- List and identify poetic techniques in
the poem
- Respond in writing to the poems
studied
- Read for a variety of purposes both
academic and pleasure
- Create written responses to the novel
using various activities (letter writing,
paragraphs)
Students will be able to:
- Watch a film for various purposes,
both academic and pleasure
- Identify different techniques in film
making (lighting, staging, music)
- Draft and re-draft their previous
written pieces on material studied

Students will be able to:
- Identify the terms associated with
plays (drama, costume, staging,
script)
- Respond in writing to the play with
questions and paragraphs
- Revise and respond to all the course
material covered for their exam
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Maths
Level (H/Ord/Common)

Higher level
Ms. Kelly, Ms. McGahon

Teachers Involved

Topics we will cover



Term 1

Term 2





Learning Outcomes & Skills Involved

Algebra 1 (chapter 1)
Patterns and sequences
(chapter 18)
Trigonometry (chapter 22)
Functions (chapter 19)
Graphing functions. (chapter
23)

Students will be able to:
 Students will be able to
perform long division in algebra
 Solve inequalities
 Identify and complete patterns
 Find sides and angles of a
triangle.
 Substitute numbers in functions
and plot answers on a graph.



Students will be able to:
 Divide in a given ratio.
 Find distance, speed and time.
 Find the probability of a given
event.
 Find the angles and sides of a
triangle.
 Identify similar and congruent
triangles.
 Understand apply theorems.
 Identify and perform different
transformations.







Ratio, time and speed
(chapter 12)
Probability (chapter 9)
Geometry 1 (chapter 8)
Geometry 2 (chapter 16)
Geometry 3 (chapter 24)
Applied arithmetic
(chapter 4)





Algebra 2 (chapter 21)

Constructions (chapter 24) 
Revision (all chapters)


Rearranging formulae.
Perform constructions.
Revise all topics.

Term 3
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Level (H/Ord/Common)

Ms. McLaughlin, Mr. McKeever, Mr. Curran

Teachers Involved





Term 1







Term 2

Term 3

Ordinary level

Topics we will cover

Learning Outcomes & Skills Involved

Indices (chapter 16)
Quadratic equations (chapter
13)
Simultaneous equations
(Chapter 12)
Algebra 2 (chapter 20)
Patterns and sequences
(chapter 19)
Trigonometry (chapter 23)
Functions (chapter 21)
Graphing functions. (chapter
22)

Students will be able to:
 Apply the rules of indices
 Solve quadratic equations.
 Solve Simultaneous equations
 Solve inequalities and
equations with fractions
 Identify and complete
patterns
 Find sides and angles of a
triangle.
 Substitute numbers in
functions and plot answers on
a graph.






Circles and cylinders
(chapter 17)
Geometry 1 (chapter 10)
Geometry 2 (chapter 18)
Geometry 3 (chapter 25)

Students will be able to:
 Find the circumference and area
of circles and volume of cylinders
 Find the angles of a triangle.
 Identify similar and congruent
triangles.
 Identify different types of
transformations.
 Present data in appropriate form.



Revision (all chapters)



Revise all topics.
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History
Level (H/Ord/Common)
Teachers Involved

Common
Mr. Slowey, Mr. Noonan, Ms. Dunne

Topics we will
cover





Students will be able to:
World War 1
 Discuss the general causes and course of WW1 and the
and its
War’s immediate impact on people and Nations.
consequences
Communist
 Examine life in one Fascist country and one Communist
Russia and
country in the Twentieth Century.
Fascist
Germany
 Discuss the general causes and course of WW2 and the
World War II
War’s immediate impact on people and Nations.
 Explore the contribution of Technological advancements
and innovation to historical change.



Genocide:

The Holocaust



The Cold War



Ireland 18841914: politics,
Culture and
Sport

Term 1

Term 2

Learning Outcomes & Skills Involved



Explore the significance of genocide with particular
reference to the Holocaust.

Recognise the importance of the Cold War in international
Relations of the twentieth century.
Skills developed in Term 1:
 Historical Empathy
 Awareness
 Debating
 Discussion
 Investigation
 Demonstration
 Objectivity
 Making historical judgements
 Recognising Key Events
 Consideration of controversial issues.
 Examine the rise and impact of nationalism and unionism
in Ireland by looking at Key events between 1911 and
1923.
 Investigate how the GAA has impacted on Irish Life.
 Examine the rise and impact of nationalism and unionism
in Ireland by looking at Key events between 1911 and
1923.
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Term 3

Develop their inquiry and research skills while completing
their CBA assignment.

Skills developed in Term 2:
Ireland 1916-  Historical Empathy
1923: The
 Awareness
Struggle for
 Debating
Irish
 Discussion
Independence  Investigation
 Demonstration
 Objectivity
 Making historical judgements
 Recognising Key Events
CBA 2: A life
 Consideration of controversial issues.
in Time
 Design skills.
 Information gathering.
 Organisation.
 Working with others.
Ireland in
 Describe the impact of war on the lives of Irish people.
World War II
 Debate the idea that the 60’s was an important decade on
and 1960’s.
the island of Ireland by being able to refer to relevant
personalities, issues and events.



The Troubles
in Northern
Ireland



Women in the 
20th century



Identify the causes/consequences of the Northern Irish
troubles with particular reference to their impact on both
North and South of the border as well as Anglo-Irish
relations.
Explain how the experiences of women in Irish society
changed during the twentieth century.

Skills developed in Term 3:
 Historical Empathy
 Awareness
 Debating
 Discussion
 Investigation
Demonstration
 Objectivity
 Making historical judgements
 Recognising Key Events
 Consideration of controversial issues.
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Geography
Level (H/Ord/Common)
Teachers Involved
Topics we
will cover
Soil

Term 1

Mr. Noonan and Mr. Caraher

Learning Outcomes & Skills Involved







What soil is and how it is formed
Different types of Irish soil
Relationship between soil and vegetation
The influence of soil on economic activities
Human interaction with soil
Sustainable exploitation of soil

Climate





Factors influencing climate
Classify global climates
Causes and implication of climate change

Tertiary
Economic
Activities













Examples of tertiary economic activities
Tourism in Ireland
Benefits and consequences of tourism
Link between tourism and transport
Tertiary economic activities and mapwork
World population growth
Factors that influence the rate of population change
Demographic transition model
Population pyramids
Population density
Population change in Ireland and across the world









Define migration
Causes of migration
Consequences of migration
Barriers to migration
Levels of economic development
North South divide
Positives and negatives of aid

Population

Term 2
Migration

Economic
Inequality

Term 3

Common

Globalization
Revision

 Definition of globalization
 Positives and negatives of globalization
 The future of globalization
Revision
 Revisit key aspects of the course
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Science
Level (H/Ord/Common)
Teachers Involved

Common
Ms. McGahon, Ms. White, Ms. Dunford, Mr. Durnin, Ms. Mulleady

Topics we will cover







Term
1



Term
2





Carbon and water
cycle
Climate Change
Photosynthesis
CBA 2
Disposal and
recycling of
materials
Electricity
Generation and
consumption
Acid and Bases

Learning Outcomes & Skills Involved
Students should be able to:
 Describe the cycling of matter, including that of carbon
and water, associating it with biological and atmospheric
phenomena
 Illustrate how earth processes and human factors
influence the Earth's climate, evaluate effects of climate
change and initiatives that attempt to address those
effects.
 Describe respiration and photosynthesis as both chemical
and biological processes; investigate factors that affect
respiration and photosynthesis.
Students will carry out a Science in Society Investigation by
researching a question about a science-related phenomenon
from a number of balanced and reliable sources and they will
explain and evaluate its impact on society in a report
references all sources used.
 Evaluate how humans contribute to sustainability
through the extraction, use, disposal, and recycling of
materials
 Research and discuss the ethical and sustainability issues
that arise from our generation and consumption of
electricity
 Investigate the reactions between acids and bases; use
indicators and pH scale.

Key Skills involved: Managing information and thinking, Being
creative, being literate, communicating, managing myself,
staying well and working with others
Students should be able to:
Energy
Conservation and  Explain energy conservation and analyse processes in
dissipation
terms of energy changes and dissipation.
Energy efficiency –  Design, build, and test a device that transforms energy
design a device
from one form to another in order to perform a function;
describe the energy changes and ways of improving
Sexual
efficiency
Reproduction
Mocks
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Term
3

Genetics
Evolution
Big Bang Theory
Revision

Describe asexual and sexual reproduction; explore
patterns in the inheritance and variation of genetically
controlled characteristics
Explain human sexual reproduction; discuss medical,
ethical, and societal issues.

Key Skills involved: Managing information and thinking, Being
creative, being numerate, being literate and working with
others
Students should be able to:
 Asexual and sexual reproduction; explore patterns in the
inheritance and variation of genetically controlled
characteristics
 Evaluate how human health is affected by: inherited
factors and environmental factors and describe an
inherited disease.
 Explain human sexual reproduction; discuss medical,
ethical, and societal issues.
 Outline evolution by natural selection and how it explains
the diversity of living things
 Explore a scientific model to illustrate the origin of the
universe.
 Review and revise all topics covered in junior cycle
science and Practice exam style questions.
Key Skills involved: Being literate, managing information and
thinking, staying well, managing myself and communicating.

11 | P a g e

Coláiste Chú Chulainn
Success For All
Modern Foreign Languages
Subjects

French, German, Spanish

Level (H/Ord/Common)
Teachers Involved

Common
Ms. Astruc, Ms. Fitzgerald, Mr. Lewin, Ms. Reynolds, Ms. Fitzpatrick,
Ms. Henning

Topics we will cover

Term 1






Family, friends, past-times
My neighbourhood
My household chores
CBA – Oral Communication





Holidays (past and future
tense)
Writing emails, blogs and
letters (exam preparation)
Describing people in
detail (including
clothes/body parts)



Revision
Exam preparation




Term 2

Learning Outcomes & Skills Involved














Term 3


I can talk confidently about my family
and friends
I can talk about what I do to help
around the house
I am achieving these outcomes by
speaking, writing, listening and reading
in the target language

I can describe holidays in detail in
different tenses
I can use my language confidently
when writing
I am achieving these outcomes by
speaking, writing, listening and
reading in the target language
I am aware of the layout of the
exam
I have prepared for the listening,
reading and writing exam both in
class and at home
I have a study plan and I am utilizing
all the study tips and techniques
given to me
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Optional Subjects
Visual Art
Level (H/Ord/Common)

Common

Teachers Involved

Ms. Boyle
Mr. Loughran

Learning Outcomes & Skills
Involved

Topics we will cover
CBA 2- “Communicate and Reflect”

Term 1

Term 2

Students will:
 Understand Art CBA process of
 Research of themes through
exploring a theme to develop a
Mindmapping
personal response to finished
work.
 Observational drawing from
 Explore and develop a range of
Primary Sources
3D modelling skills
 3D Modelling
 Explore and develop
 Lino Printing
competence in relief
printmaking techniques
Final State Assessment
 Use observational drawing to
 Observational drawing from
explore primary source objects
chosen Primary Source objects
 Complete a final print
 Visual Notebook Idea
 Complete a model in clay or
Development
chosen materials.
 Completion of Final Artefacts from  Explore and use a variety of
students chosen disciplines
drawing and painting media to
express ideas.



Term 3

Developing Visual Culture for
school environment
Art Appreciation- Art in the
Environment: public artworks
and sculpture






Following a design brief
Understanding Site Specific
Artworks
Observational drawing and
painting
Application of a variety 2D and
3D media.
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Home Economics
Level (H/Ord/Common)
Teachers Involved

Common
Mr. Duffy

Topics we will cover


Term 1



Health and wellbeing – diets
across the lifecycle & special
diets
Fats, oils, spreads – soups
sauces and batters
Digestive System

Learning Outcomes & Skills Involved
LWBAT:







Term 2




Sustainable and responsible
living
Consumer competence
CBA 2




Term 3





Managing household
Finances
Technology in the home
Preparation for practical
exam

Investigate the nutritional
requirements at each stage of the
lifecycle
Evaluate the nutritional
requirements of individuals with
special dietary considerations when
planning and preparing meals
Analyse the basic structure and basic
functions of the digestive system
Apply sustainable practices to the
selection and management of food
and material resources
Apply consumer decision-making
skills in the management of
personal, family and household
resources for everyday living
Explore the influence of technology
on the management of personal,
family and household resources



Apply financial literacy skills in the
preparation and evaluation of a
budget for independent living



Prepare, cook/bake and evaluate
their chosen dish to meet their
designated brief.
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Music
Level (H/Ord/Common)

Common

Teachers Involved

Ms. Ludden

Learning Outcomes & Skills
Involved

Topics we will cover


Performance.



Elements of music



Composition.



Performance.



CBA 2.



World music.



Music in everyday life.



Revision

Term 1

Term 2

Term 3




Confidently perform 2 songs.
First draft of CBA 2 –
Programme note.
 Actively listen to music and
evaluate the elements within
the music.
 Melodic dictation, composing
backing chords to a melody
and composing a 4-bar
melody.
 Continuation of developing
performance skills.
 Completion of CBA 2 –
Programme note.
 Examining Irish Traditional
Music and Brazilian Samba
Drumming.
 Exploring music in film,
advertising and our
community.
 Exam preparation.
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Technical Graphics
Level (H/Ord/Common)
Teachers Involved

Higher
Mr. Corrigan

Learning Outcomes & Skills
Involved

Topics we will cover


Orthographic Projection





Rotation of Objects





Ellipse and Parabola





Transformation Geometry





Revision



Revision

Term 1

Term 2

Projecting Auxiliary view to
find True Shape
Locating points in Views for
Freehand Curve
2D objects about a vertical
and horizontal axis.
Tangents
Geometric Constructions
Focal Points
Tangents to Ellipse
Concentric Circles
Rotations
Angled Translations
Axial and Central Symmetry
1st March
 Short Questions

Term 3
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Materials Technology Wood
Level (H/Ord/Common)

Higher & Ordinary

Teachers Involved

Mr. White & Mr. McKeown

Learning Outcomes & Skills
Involved

Topics we will cover

Term 1









Health & Safety
Design Process
Sketching
Adhesives
Finishes
Laminating
Exam Questions









Junior Cert Practical Assessment
Exam Questions






Revision of topics
Exam Questions




Term 2

Term 3








Awareness of Health & Safety
Measurements.
Writing a portfolio
Different types of glues and
paints.
Different methods of joining
wood.
Sketching ability
Independent critical thinking
– designing JC Project.
Hand Skills – Manufacture of
JC Project.
Measurements.
Critical Thinking – Hand
joints, key measurements of
project.
Revision of Previous Topics.
Preparation for exam.
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